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(54) AUTOTRACKING CONTROLLER 
(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To prevent correct recording data from being unable to be 
reproduced by changing the detecting sensitivity of a tracking 
abnormality detecting means for generating a control signal for moving 
an optical head in the tracking direction in response to an operation 
mode. 

CONSTITUTION: A summational output of photoelectric transducing 
elements 1a and 1b is monitored by a summing amplifier 8, and when 
the sum output is more than a prescribed value, an abnormality signal 
Sh for indicating a tracking directional abnormality is outputted by an 
autotracking abnormality detector 10, and the optical head is moved 
by a drive means in the tracking direction based on said signal. The 
detecting sensitivity of this detector 10 is changeably set in response 
to an operation mode, and the set sensitivity is lowered in order with 
a verification mode, a recording mode and a reproducing mode, so that 
a set sensitivity for the reproducing mode is set lowest. 
Consequently, the correct recording data is prevented from being 
unable to be reproduced on the occasion of an autotracking control 
becoming out of effect due to an external shock or a defective 
recording carrier at the time of recording. 
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